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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

GUY HERRMANN

Dear Parents/Guardians:

For this month’s newsletter, I've asked Ms. Melanie Madsen, Paddock’s Comprehensive Music Teacher, t 0
write to you about the arts in education. I'd like to thank her for sharing her expertise and knowle dge.
Guy C. Herrmann, Princ  ipal

The Arts: A Vital Component to our Kids’ Education

Submitted by Melanie Madsen, Comprehensive Music Teacher

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan recently issued a letter to
schools and community leaders highlighting the importance of arts ed u- cation in pr i-
mary schools, defining it as a core subject, integral in students’ development as creative

thinkers and pro blem solvers. 1 This news supports what many educators have known for

years: that the arts have an immense impact on education an d society. The arts represent
some the highest achievements of humankind, expressing what cannot be expressed with
mere words alone. Grand museums have been built, gilded concert halls constructed, and impressive the a-

ters created, all in the name of the arts.

It is undeniable that the arts play a vital role in the lives of children, serving as naturally occurring
behavior. Playground songs, finger  -painted masterpieces on the fridge, and dramatic play are forms of se If-
expression, entertainment, and communication for children. There is also overwhelming evidence to s uggest

that arts instruct  ion contributes to other basic skills of reading, writing, and mathematics, as well as higher -
level thinking skills and problem and solving. 2 Recent studies have even shown that music lessons increase
plasticity in the brain, which corresponds to brain fu nction. 3

As we delve into another school year, consider these options in providing a little more arts into yo ur
child’s day.

Sing with your child. Whetherit's a lullaby oraread -aloud, you don’t have to have an amazing
voice to be a positive example to your child. Studies show that children with parents who

sing are apt to be less self -conscious singing alone.

Take advant age of free resources. Did you know that children under 14 get in free at the Art
Institute of Chicago, and children under 12 ar e free at the Museum of Contemporary Art?

Try these websites for after -school fun.

www.sfskids.org  Cool music website create d by the San Francisco Symphony. Don'’t forget to
go the music lab and try out some instruments!

http://www.kidsolr.com/arts_mus ic/index.html Extensive list of online arts links for kids,
including how to draw cartoons and animals, an instrument library an d more.
http://www.eduweb.com/pintura/index.html Solve the case with A. Pintura,

Art detective! Fun way to learn about art.

1 http://www.ed.gov/news/pressreleases/2009/08/08182009a.pdf
2 Lehman, P.R. (1993). “Why Your School Needs Music.” Arts Education Policy Review. Vol 94(4).
3 http://www.dana.org/news/braininthenews/detail.aspx?id=21764
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PTA PRESIDENT MESSAGE

from a new iPod to lunch with a Paddock teacher. This raffle will be in conjunction with

our Family Fun Bowling Event that wil | take place on Saturday, October 24, but you will

not have to be present at the event to win — S0 be sure to send in your raffle ticket r e-
guests by the deadline to make sure you have a chance to win one of the great items b e-
ing offered.

Also in October our first Arts Integration classes will begin at Paddock. The Kinderga r-
ten and 2 nd grade teachers (as well as Mrs. Madsen and other specials teachers) have
been working with the Metropolis Theater te aching artists to prepare their topics and

lessons for the month of October. | have had the privilege of sitting in on these mee t-
ings and this is really an amazing program that we are thrilled to bring to Paddock st u-
dents. (Additional grades will be taking the project on in other various months throug h-

out the year.)

Have you joined the PTA yet? Our PTA membership is coming along. If you have not
yet joined the PTA — please c onsider joining today. We currently have more than 375
members in the PTA, however, we have more than 500 families at Paddock, therefore a I-
lowing for nearly 1000 individual members in the Paddock PTA. Our goal for this year
is to reach 500 members. Can you help us reach our goal?
If you are undecided about whether or not to join the PTA —you should consider this:
- Joining the PTA does n ot commit you to anything during the year
Joining the PTA supports YOUR child and all other children at Paddock —not just
stu dents of PTA members
Paddock Teachers and staff all join the PTA to support your child and the pr o-
grams we offer to all students
The PTA provides the majority of communications to Paddock families

PTA costs only $5 to join  —that is a minimal fee for the vast opportunities it pr o-
vides to your child, Paddock families and the entire school
Visit www.paddockpta.org to sign up to join the PTA —you do not h ave to pay on

line —you can chose to pay on line or via check/cash.

| hope that as the cooler weather sets in you find comfort in a warm sweater, a cozy
jacket or just knowing that the Paddock PTA is Imaging More ways to enrich the lives of
students and families at Paddock.

Have a wonderful October! i} i}
Illinois

Jen DeFranco ®
President, Paddock PTA
jtdefranco@sbcglobal.net

everychild. onevoice.
847 -963-8707
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UPCOMING SCHOOL PROGRAMS

FAMILY FUN BOWLING EVENT

We hope the whole family can join us Saturday, October 24 t from1 -4 PM atthe
Brunswick Zone Deer Par k for an afternoon of bowling, pizza, and lots of really exciting
raffles! The Brunswick Zone will only be open to Paddock fami lies that purchase tickets
from the PTA. An hour of bowling, shoe rental, pizza and soft drinks — costs only $10
per person. (C hildren must be accompanied by an adult.) Check your child’s backpack

for event and raffle ticket order forms.

All money rai sed goes to support your Paddock PTA and the many wonderful things we
do for our kids!

Raffle items include : experiences for ou r children with their teachers, restaurant gift
certificates, home decorating, health and fithess packages, fun with the Palatin e Fire
Department, a mystery money jar, wine, massages, museum passes, theater, concert,
and comedy club tickets, and much, much more! ( If you have a
raffle item to donate, contact Jeffrey Phillips at jeffreyucc@comcast.
\A net or 846 -636-6111.) Raffle winners do no tneed to be present to
{ ~~ _win. Please contact Jeffrey Phillips at Jeffreyucc@comcast.net if

( > you would be inte rested in volunteering for a ¥2 hour shift for this

- event. Your time and support are greatly appreciated.
V.S

Panther Pride
Days Will Be
EVERY Fr iday!

On these days, staff and
students are encouraged

to show their Panther
Pride by wearing school
colors - blue and gold
Spirit wear.

Panther Press
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UPCOMING SCHOOL PROGRAMS
HOLIDAY ARTS & CRAFTS WORKSHOP

The Paddock PTA is pleased to bring you the
3rd Annual Holiday Arts and Crafts Workshop
Saturday , November 7 th
9:00am to 11:00am

Paddock Gym
Save the date on your calendars and join us for some holiday fun. Come and mak ea
special holiday gift for someone special. We have a variety of crafts to choose from; pi c-
ture frames, wreaths, holiday decorations, jewelry, and ornaments - just to name a few.

There will also be workstations to wrap your gifts and to create special holiday cards to
go with them!

Mrs. Madsen’s 5 th and 6 th grade chorus students will perform a few holiday selections in
the cafeteria at 9:30 am. A brief PTA general membership meeting will follow their pe r-
formance.

While the children are busy in the gym making holiday gifts, parents can join us in the
cafeteria for festive refres hments and some holiday shopping. There will be a variety of
vendors available to help you get a jump on your holiday gift buyi ng.

If you are interested in volunteering at one of the tables to help the kids create their sp e-
cial gifts please contact either Lisa Brinston at 847 -934 -7323 or Imbrinston@msn.com or
Jennifer Hurwitz at msujenn@sbcglobal.ne t

If you are a business owner or know of someone that might be interested in being a part
of our vendor fair, please contact Gi  na Streepy at 847 -202-9254 or
ginastreepy@hotmail.com.

We look forward to seeing all of you on November 7 th,

Panther Press
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UPCOMING SCHOOL PROGRAMS
REFLECTIONS

Friday,October23, 2009

Aimee Jordan 847359 8302
Erica Ariagno 8479913244
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UPCOMING SCHOOL PROGRAMS
STUDENT ASSEMBLY

Character Magic Assembly Coming to Paddock
October 15th

On Thursday, October 15, Paddock students will get to experience an exciting assembly
program called Character Magic . Character Magic uses magical effects, music, humor,

and audience participation to teach students powerful lessons on respect, honesty, r e-
sponsibility and other core classroom values. Character Magic will be hosted by national
presenter and author Patrick Ireland, b est know for starring in PBS featured programs

like “Weird Science” and Character Magic. The first assembly will be scheduled fo r K-2nd
graders, followed by another presentation for 3 rd-6th graders in the Paddock gym. Be

sure to ask your children about thi s fun, meaningful experience on the 15th!

Panther Press
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UPCOMING SCHOOL PROGRAMS
PADDOCK'’S BIRTHDAY BOOK CLUB

Birthdays are a special time! To celebrate your child’s birt h-
day, you are invited to donate a book to our school library in
honor of your child.

For a $15.00 donation, your child can select a hardcover, | i-
brary -bound book from a boo kcase of newly purchased books
located in the Paddock School library office.

How can you make a contribution? Around your child’s birt h-

day (or ¥ birthday if your child’s birthday falls when we are

not in school), complete the form below and return it with

your donation of $15.00 (cash or check) to the library. Then,

your child will receive ani  nvitation to come to the library to select a book.

A commemorative Paddock bookplate displaying your child’s name and birthday will be a f-
fixed to the book. Your child’s picture can also be displayed in the library and can appear

on the Paddock’s morning announceme  nts. In addition, your child will be the first student

to check out the book!

The Birthday Book Program gives you a chance to make a lasting gift to the school library.

If you are interested in participating, please make checks payable to Paddock School . Your
generosity will benefit all of our students. We thank you for your participation and support

of our school library. Ify  ou have any questions, please feel free to contact

Mrs. Schwartzers at schwartj@ccsd15.net.

YES, | WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A BIRTHDAY BOOK CONTRIBUTION!

Child's name

Child’s birth date

Teacher Grade

Please check one of the statements bel ow:
Please display my child’'s picture in the library and on the school’s announcements.
Please DO NOT display my chi Id’s picture in the library and on the school’s announcements

*Please make a $15 check out to Paddock School or send cash attach it to this form.
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

School Decorating

The school pride committee is looking
for a more few volunteers to help with
decorating our school as the sea  sons
change. If you are interested please
contact Jenn Peterson 847 -809-7344
or jpeterson.design@gmail.com

Vision and Hearing Screenings

Vision and hearing screenings will be conducted

on Tuesday, October 6 and Tuesday, November 17
from 8:05 —11:10am and from 12:15
each day. Parent volunteers are needed to assist
students to and from class. If you are int
helping during one of these time slots, please co n-
tact Nancy Trenkle at k.n.trenkle@sbcglobal.net or
(847)991 -0865.

—2:05pm

erested in

Family Bowling Event

October 24th
Contact Jeffrey Phillips at
Jeffreyucc@comcast.net if you are
interested in volunteering for a 30
minute shift at this event.

Holiday Arts and Crafts

November 7th
Contact Lisa Brinston at
Imbrinston@msn.com if you are
interested in volunteering at one of
the tables to help the kids create
their special gifts.

PTA Coat Closet

The PTA Coat Closet housed at Sanborn
School is used by students at every

school and could not happen without th e
help of each and every PTA. We are in

need of a volunteer to check the coat

closet and make sure it is neat and o r-
ganized during the week of February 15 -
26. This is only needs to be done one of

the days during that week. If you are i n-
terested in helping, please contact Jen
DeFranco at jtdefranco@sbcglobal.net or
847 -963-8707.
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FUNDRAISING
SCRIP

PADDOCK

SCRIP was a success in September!!

Paddock PTA would like to thank all of the families who participated in the September
SCRIP contest. WE RECEIVED OVER $8,000 IN ORDERS and made a profit of over
$450 just for the month of September. Thank you, t hank you, thank you for a GREAT
month.

The winning teachers, whose classrooms raised the most money, and received a $25 gift
card to Wal Mart were Ms. Lannertin 5 th grade, Mrs. Uhrichin 1 st grade, and Mrs.
Rosenbargerin 1 st grade. Congratulations a nd thank you for your support.

SCRIP is a monthly Paddock PTA fundraiser and we appreciate your support EVERY
month. Look fo ra new contest to arrive at Paddock after the first of the year.

SCRIP ORDER FORMS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON BIG TENT AND THE PADDO CK PTA

WEBSITE. Please download your order form and turn it in by Monday, October 19 th,
Once again, your support of this fundr aiser is always appreciated.
eSCRIP

Are you a Dominick's Shopper?

Did you know that you can help raise funds for the Paddock PTA without spending a

dime? Th at's right, if you have a Dominick's fresh value card, and you register your card
number at escrip.com, Paddock will earn a perc entage of every purchase you make at
Dominick's - at no cost to you. Register your card today by visiting: escrip.com and
search for Stuart R. Paddock PTA

Any questions, please contact our eScrip coordinator, Susan Buchanan at
ssbuchanan@hotmail.com. As always, thanks for making a difference and for suppor t-
ing our school!

TERRACYCLE PROGRAM

Remember to recycle your used drink pouches and wrappers!

Collection bins are located in the front hall and marked Terracycle. For more inform a-
tion about the program, please visit www.terracycle.net or contact Meghan Haddad.

Items include: Capri -Sun drink pouches, Kool -aid drink pouches, Honest Kids drink
pouches, Mars candy wrappers, and Nabisco cookie products.

Page 10 Panther Press
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FUNDRAISING
BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION

PADDOCK

October 31 is the last day to enter The Big

Clip bonus contest. Are you entering ever yday? Paddock could
win 500,000 Box Tops ($50,000) or 250,000 Box Tops ($25,000)!
Visit www.thebigclip.com or www.btfe.com.

Go to www.btfe.com to see what other contests and promotions are being offered. Go to

the “EARN” tab and then select Bonus Box Top S.

Do you shop o#ine? You can earn extra cash fodP
dock by connecting to your favorite -tine stores via

All Box Tops coupons MUST have a valid expir a- |the Box Tops Marketplace. You can also use jprom

tion date. Remember to cut along the do tted line!

tional coupons offered directly from the stosgsl you
can even use the Scrip gift cards for a double beneft!

N N N N N N NN NN N N NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN N NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN

The September Class Competition winners will be announced next week. Did your

class turn in enough Box Tops to win the Box Tops Party for your grade? Stay tuned....

N N N N N N NN NN N N NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN N NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN

OCTOBER CONTEST

Keep saving! The October contest is for Kooky Klickers!! Each student turning in a

sheet of 10 B ox Tops will earn one chance to win a Kooky Klicker pen. Don’t know what

a Kooky Klicker is? Go to www.kookypens.com. October d eadline is Friday, October 30
Get them in early before the Halloween festivities distract you!

www.boxtops4education.co m or www.btfe.com

Remember: One = 10¢ for Pa ddock!

Page 11
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FUNDRAISING

TYSON CHICKEN —
PROJECT A+ PROGRAM

PADDOCK

Tyson Chicken  — Project A+ Program

Paddock will earn $.24 cents for every label turned in.
Please cut the entire panel as shown . Submit with
your Box Tops for Education.

SUBWAY SCHOOL REWARDS

Go to http://www.subwaykids.com/grownups/classroom/ssr.aspx

for more information about the program.

Panther Press
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PANTHER PRAISE

Thank you to all volunteers who worked on Picture Day -

Gina Brinckerhoff Stella Kasser
JoAnne Colucci Vickie Murphy
Jennifer Daidone -Riordan Jeffrey Phillips
Jen DeFranco Ling Qin
Barb DiBasilio Melissa Souden
Terri DiPaolo Julie Vander Ark
Marcy Garcea Becky Villano
Marlo James Colette Wiemer
Gloria Ziaj

IARARAR ARG AS G A RIS AR A LG AR A L Q ARG LG ARG LG ARG GAS IS ARG SASAS ARG GRS She

Thanks to all our "Cheerleaders" who came out to cheer on the kids during the Fun Run
on September 23! And Special thanks to th e Paddock Staff for their support of the Fun
Run and their continued support of the PTA.

Panther Press
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REMINDERS

How To Make Sure You Are Receiving Your Weekly Email Update
From The PTA!

Log in to Big Tent and go to “Settings” —located at t he top right of the Big Tent Home
page. Click on the BigTent Blink tab on the left side of the page to reach this screen:
My BigTent Blink
Choose how to receive The BigTent Blink, a quick summary email of everything
happening in your group(s).
| ! Please emailme a BigTent Blink
Send on
Mon Tue W ed Thu Fri Sat Sun
Time of Day | Afternoon j
Email Format Rich Text (HTML)-change email options
Save

Be sure that you are receiving once a week emails with updates from the PTA by
checking the appropriate boxes. All Big Tent info rmation is updated for Friday Blink
messages...so please be sure you are getting the Blink on Friday afternoon to ensure
you are r eceiving the most up to date information in your inbox.

If you are receiving non -PTA member email updates you will get your o nce a week
email from paddockpta@paddockpta.org. To get more detailed information please
consider joining PTA to guarantee deli  very each week through the automated Big
Tent Blink.

PTA General
Membership Meeting

Saturday, November 7
9:30 am
Paddock Gym
(during the Holiday Arts & Crafts
Workshop)

Agenda to include: Election of Nom
nating Committee Members from
General Membership

Page 14
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REMINDERS

SAVE THE DATE

Wednesday, January 27th
2pm -8pm

Plum Grove Junior High School
Annual Blood Drive

Contact Life Source at (847) 803-7943.

Walk -ins welcomed.

Daylight Savings Time
Turn your clocks back one hour
on Sunday, November 1st.

Page 15

SAVE THE DATE

Wednesday, November 11th

Paddock Generations Day

Details will be sent home from school
with your child inth e coming weeks.

Wednesday, October 7th

Panther Press
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KIDS KORNER

What was the one thing you were most looking
forward to when you returned to school?

Zach Szczupaj] (3rd Grade) — "l was most loo king forward to art
class because Mr. Z is one of a kind. He makes learning about art
super fun, and his project are incredibly awesome."

Jack Riemer (2nd Grade) — "l was looking forward to gym!"

Cole Riemer (4th Grade) — "l was looking forward to seeing my teacher, who | had in
first grade, and gym."

Chloe Wilson (1st grade) — "Eating lunch at school!"

Benjamin Wilson  (4th gra de) — "Seeing my teacher, Mrs. Caatrrillo, and my friends."

Sarah Haddad (4th grade) — “l was most looking forward to having Kindergarten Bu d-
dies! I was curious to learn who my buddy would be, and was excited to visit the

younger students and read to them, create proje cts with them, and just have fun!”

Olivia Hurwitz ~ (1st grade) — “l was looking forward to doing math because | like it so
much. Addition is my favorite and | like doing take away.”

Max Murphy (3rd grade) — “l was looking forward to having gym with Mr. S imonian
and to going to lunch.”

Courtney Murphy (1st grade) — “l was looking forward to having art and lunch because
we didn’t have those in Kindergarten. And | was looking forward to having music b e-
cause Mrs. Madsen is my teacher.”

Nikko Lopresti  (3rd grade) — “art and lunch”

Katie Souden (2nd grade) — “l was excited to me et my teachers”
Nicole Isoda (5th grade) — “I was looking forward to doing chorus.”
Tim Wink (3rd grade) — “l was looking forw ard to lunch, recess, and gym.”
Kacy Wink (3rd grade) — “I was looking forward to going on lots of field trips.”
Page 16 Panther Press
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COMMUNITY

@b?a@a@@?a@@?a@a@a@a@a@a@a@m@
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G Halloween is an exciting time of the year that many kids look forward to. After all, it is the
® ONLY night of the year that kids get to dress up and get loads of candy.

<@

G Trick -or -treat hours in Palatine will be from 3 to 7 p.m., Saturday, October 31.

Q‘O

G Have lots of fun and STAY SAFE by following these real easy tips.
@ @ See & Always Be Seen
G - Kids should wear or carry something that gl ows in the dark (Example flashlight or glow in
£9)] the dark necklace/treat bags). Parents also can apply reflective tape to the cost ume.
- Kids should wear mask or costumes that don't cover the eyes or make it tough to see
G where they are going. Another good op  tion is wearing makeup instead of a mask.

@& Don't Go It Alone

- It's best to trick  -or-treat with family members or friends. And it's also a good idea to have a
@) grown up with you.

- A cell phone can be another handy item to have along. That way, you can ch eck in with a

parent or call for help, if needed.

- Talk it over with your mom or dad when you're deciding where to trick -or-tre at. Sticking
@ close to home is great because then you'll know many of the people and you won't get lost in
unfamiliar neighborhoo  ds. And people who already know you just might throw an extra
!7 treat in your bag!

@ - When trick -or-treating, never go inside a str  anger's home. Likewise, never go up to or into
G a stranger's car even if the person offers you a Halloween treat.
@ - And if you're wondering about whether to go to a certain house, check if the porch light is
G on. If not, that's usually a sign that they aren’ t home or they don't want any trick -or-
) treaters.
G Treats
!) Before you start eating the treats in your bag, please follow these saf ety rules
- When you get home, dump everything out and let your mom or dad see what you have.
G - Get rid of stuff you shouldn't eat. For instance, you don't want to eat anything that's loose
!) or not in a wrapper. Anything unwrapped, including fresh fruit, s hould be thrown away.

@ Without a wrapper, it's hard to tell if food is clean and safe to eat.

G Once your parents have looked over  your treats, you'll probably wonder just how much you
@ can eat. Well, it's best not to overdo it. If you don't eat too much on H alloween, you'll have
leftovers to enjoy in the days and weeks to come. In other words, you can make Halloween a
Q) little sweeter by making it last a little longer!

@
HAVQ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ <
e e T Tp Op T T T T T Tp T OB T ¢

Ve @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ <@
Pe O Tp ©p Tp ©p Tp Tp Tp Tp Op Tp T T ¥ ¢

For more information on Spanish, French and Chinese classes for students K -6 offered by Discovery
Language Programs, please call 847 -843-2457 or e -mail to discoverylp@msn.com. Spanish after school
classes will start at Paddock Sc  hool on Thursday October 15, 2009. French and Chinese classes, offered
in the evening at 6:00 p.m. will start the week of Octobe r 19, 2009.
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COMMUNITY
GIRL SCOUTS AND CUB SCOUTS

To receive more information about Girl Scout Troops at Paddock, please co n-
tact the leader for your daughter’s grade level, listed below:

Kindergarten _ (Daisy Level) — Stephanie Christopher
Next meetin g — October 16 t, 6:00pm
Contact: stephanie_christopher2002@yahoo.com or 847 -648-1592

First Grade (Daisy Level) — Vickie Murph y/Linda Steck

Next meeting — October 13th, 6:30pm, Paddock Cafeteria

Contact: VickieWesselsMurphy@yahoo.com or 847 -991-4101/ lindasteck@comcast.net
or 847 -847-8432

Second Grade - (Brownie Level) — Darcy Killigrew/Colleen Maire
Next meeting — October 16, 6:00pm
Contact: darcy.killigrew@comcast.net or 847 -359-9951

Third Grade — (Brownie Level) —Jennifer lannuzzelli/Tina Hasser
Next Meeting — September 24th
Contact: jennifer@iannuzzelli.com or 847 -202-0216

Fourth Grade  — (Junior Level) —Jen DeFranco/Jenn y Kendall
Next Meeting — October 16, 6:30pm
Contact: jtdefranco@sbcglobal.net or 847 -963 -8707

Fifth Grade  — (Junior Level) — Trish Foltman/Karen Brock
Next Meeting — October 15 at 6:15 p.m. Paddock Cafeteria
Contact: trishfoltman@comcast.net

Sixth Grad e — (Junior Level) —Lori Ozgen/Karen Stearney
Contact: loriozgen@gmail.com

To receive more information about Cub Scouts f or boysingrades1l -4 at
Paddock, please contact Scott B. Johnson, Cubmaster for Pack 339,
at 847 -963-1615
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DISTRICT 15 NEWS
STAY INFORMED: Sign up for D15 E -News

Are you online? Do you have an e -mail address? Then why haven'’t you
subscribed to D15 E -News? D15 E -News is the fasted, most convenient

way for on -the -go families with Internet access to receive important info r-
mation about Community Consolidated School District 15.

Monthly e -mail bulletins produced by the district's communications d e-

partment will pr  ovide you with a variety of need -to-know information

about our district and its schools, and fill you in on the many great things going on in
our classrooms. And, should emergencies arise, details of the steps our administrators

will take to address them wi Il be delivered directly to your in -box.

District 15 launched this service last fall in an ongoing effort to improve communicat ion
with parents and the public at large. You can subscribe to it by visiting District 15’s

Web site, www.ccsd15.net, clicking the D15 E -News icon in the bottom right  -hand co r-

ner, and submitting your e -mail address when prompted.

Once registered, you may choose the type of e -mails you wish to receive, and, ineache -
mail, you will be provided with the option of updating your profile or canceling your
su bscriptions.

District 15 values your privacy. It will not sell, rent, or give any information submitted
in the subscription proc  ess to anyone.

So stay informed by signing up today. For more information, contact Sandy Cramer,
webmaster, at 847 -963-3125 or at cramers@ccsdl15.net.

FLYERS NOW FOUND ONLINE

Parents —don’t forget! You no longer have to dig through bac k-
packs and shuffle through countless sheets of paper to find that
flyer you're looking for.

Information from nonprofit organizations, government agencies, and District 15 bus i-
ness partners is now found online in the new D15 E -Flyers section of the district's Web
site, www.ccsd15.net. Just click the D15 E-Flyers icon at the bottom right  -hand corner
of the page, browse the list of flyers, and download those that interest you.

The list is updated weekly, so check back often to stay in touch with the many great
activities and resources your community has to offer.

Panther Press
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ARTICLES FROM NATIONAL PTA

'Partner’ Approach with Teachers Leads to Student Success

Parental involvement influences a child's academic success, especially when parents and teeldpecsrugtvuctive partme

ships, according to Natalie Schwartz, authofleé Teacher Chronicles: Confronting the Demands of Students, Parents, Admini
trators and SocietylTo support your child effectively this year, Schwartz suggests using gpttaregeed approach to developa
operative relationship with his or her teacher.

Schwartz, arOur Childrencontributor, has appeared on the Oprah Radio Nettealiscuss how parents and teachers can develop
productive relationships. Her threep strategy starts with clearing the pathisvto communication:

1) Open the Lines of Communication

X Give the teacher your contact information at the beginning of thelsgtkag and welcome the teacher to contact you for
any reason. If you don't have a chance to meet the teacher at parentaniesgat a brief note orraail.

x  Find out how the teacher prefers to communicate, whether by written #moggl @ phone, so you can ensure a quék r
sponse to your future questions and concerns.

X Volunteer your time. Offer to come into the class to share information aboutyiturre, career or interests if they are
relevant to the curriculum. Offer to assist the teacher with administrative dutigst preparation or other useful tasks.

2) Maintain the Home-School Connection

X Get involved. Volunteer with your school's PTaAdupport your child's teacher and school.

x Stay informed. Set aside time to read the notices, newsletters, and progresshrepeaicher sends home. Visit the
teacher's website and the school's website regularly.

x Communicate with your child. Ask yoghild if he or she handed in yesterday's homework assignments and studied for
upcoming tests. Look over the homework to make gis high quality.

3) Tackle Problems Constructively

X Approach the teacher as soon as you detect a problem. If you haveeacgoar child's teacher will want to know about
it so he or she can address the issue.

x Don't contact the principal or anotreministrator instead of the teacher. This approach conveys to the teacher that you
don't respect him or her as a professiowhich will damage your relationship going forward. In addition, the principal is
probably going to refer you to the teacheget the teacher involved.

x Adopt the right attitude. In a professional and respectful manner, explain your point of viev #meltesicher for his or
her perspective. For example, you can say, "This is what I'm noticing... What's your take aatbg.5it

x Listen to the teacher's viewpoint. The teacher offers an important perspective because he ervaseaniosinteracts
with your child in an academic setting.

x Give the teacher your input. Tell the teacher what you know about your child's gushaexper-
ences and behavior that will help the teacher serve your child better.

x Value the teacher's recommendation. Parents are experts on their children hieus tea
are experts in the field of edaton.

x  Offer to be part of the solution. Ask the teacher what you can do at home toyb
port what the teacher is doing in the classroom.

X Remember, the teacher is your ally, not your adversary. Your child's teacher is on'yg
side and shares your goal: thedemic success of your child.

For more information, visit http://parentteacherpartnerships.blogspot.cormait ratalie@laurébnmedia.com.

; tion

or more \r}forma
Fon the National PTA,
go to www.PTAO9

Congress Needs to Reauthorize the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Preve n-
tion Act (JJDPA) this year!
Contact Your Members of Congress Today!

Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA) is up for reauthoriz a-

tion and this month marks the 35th anniversary of JJDPA. JJDPA provides the

major source of federal funding to improve states’ | uvenile justice systems and
sets federal standards for the protection and rehabilitation of youth involved in the juvenile justi ce sys-
tem. On March 24, 2009, Congress introduced JIDPA (S. 678), but with Congress’ focus on other legisl a-
tive matters, such as health care reform, JJDPA has been sitting in the wings of U.S. Senate Committ ee

on Judiciary.
Let's incr ease the momentum for JJDPA's reauthorization. Visit PTA Takes Action Center and contact
your members of Congress Today!
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