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November is upon us, the days are getting shorter and the 80 
degree heat is just a distant memory.  Now that we are moving 
into the cold winter months and thoughts of hibernating indoors 
are filling our heads, it does not mean that the Paddock PTA will 
be taking a break.  We are still here and ready to offer our Pa d-
dock students and families many great opportunities to stay 
connected and to enhance our children’s education.  
 
We hope you have chosen to become a part of this dynamic 
group of parents and t eachers.  It is not too late to join in the 
fun.  Be sure to read through this issue of the Panther Press for 
information on all  the exciting, upcoming November events.  
 
There is so much to be grateful for during this season of “giving 
thanks”.  I am especially thankful for the Ways and Means co m-
mittee for organizing and promoting our Fundraising efforts.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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This school year has been an unusual school year to date. Getting the 
buil ding ready on time with our construction and the opening of the school 
year issues, this has been a trial of patience. Even our w eather has not cooperated with 
us!  
 
The H1N1 flu has given many of us something to think about. Your help and cooper a-
tion with the joint efforts of CCSD15, Village of Palatine, and Cook County Department 
of Public Health to implement the vaccina tion process was very much appreciated.   
 
Due to the early fall weather conditions please make sure that your child is dressed a p-
propriately each day. Please keep in mind that as long as the temperature with the 
wind -chill factor is 0 degrees or above stude nts will be going out for part if not all of 
their recess. Please remember to label your child’s gloves, hat, scarf, boots, etc.  Our 
Lost and Found is located in the back of the cafeteria and I am constantly amazed at 
what I find there. Everything from sno w pants to winter jackets to boots (singles and 
pairs) are turned in during the winter months.  
 
As we enter the month of November we begin to take a look at where your child is ac a-
demically, socially, and emotionally and how he/she is progressing. Each of these fa c-
tors plays a crucial role in their chance for success. Many times I hear, “How is my child 
doing, compared with the class or ano ther student?”  “Where does my child fall in the 
average of the class?” Every student is measured against the Illinois state sta ndards. It 
is important to talk with your child’s teacher about the areas that your child is strong 
in, the areas they are not a s strong in and even the specific skills they need to improve 
upon.   
 
Your child’s teacher can show you specifically where your  child is performing and where 
he/she should  be performing, based on the first MAP assessment (grades 2 -6). Each 
child has an ex pected (norm) growth target so that they finish the year with the growth 
needed to stay at the level they came in at. If they were in the 95% in reading in Se p-
tember they should be in the 95% in April, even though they are expected to know and 
apply more by the end of the year.  
 
If your c hild’s teacher told you that your child needs extra support in reading, you 
might want to ask the teacher where in the concept o f reading they need to improve. It 
could fall in a number of areas which might include comprehension, predicting, overall 
progre ss, etc. Talk with your child’s teacher to find out the best way to help your child 
be successful across the board.   
 
I wish yo u safe travel during the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday and hope that you are 
able to spend quality time with your family.  



(Continued from page 1) 

While we have come in short of our goal, they have worked hard to try to fill the fina n-
cial needs of the PTA so that we can co ntinue to provide the wonderful programs to all 
the students at Paddock.   
 
I am also grateful for the wonderfully successful Art s Integration Partnership we have 
built with the Metropolis Theater.  The students are learning in ways that I am sure 
were not thought possible by some.  This is a partnership I look forward to watching 
grow throughout the year!   
 
I am very grateful for the great volunteer base we have this year!  Without the volu n-
teers, we could not provide the programming and events that are available to all of you.  
Thank you to all of you – know that yo u are appreciated and your time is valued by the 
PTA! 
 
During this month of “giving thanks” I am also grateful to be part of a c ommunity that 
cares.  There are many ways that ALL  our families can contribute to our Paddock co m-
munity with little effort and or expense.  Did you know that the PTA is a volunteer run 
organization that benefits all students at Paddock, whether their family has joined the 
PTA of not.  So looking at the needs of the school, and the opportunities that are avai l-
able, you might ask yourself these questions: Have you shown your support by joining 
the Parent Teacher Association? Have you ma de a donation to the PTA or supported our 
fundraising efforts?  Have you placed a SCRIP gift card order from our school?  Have 
you attended a PTA meeting recently or asked about areas of need where you might be 
able to contribute a few volunteer hours?  Can you volunteer an hour of time at an 
event or during a school day?  You  can make a difference at our school and for all of 
our  students. All I am asking is that EVERYONE participate in some way and not a s-
sume the attitude that “someone else will do it.”  We need YOU, the kids need YOU…
please consider where YOU might be able to hel p in the coming months or throughout 
the year.       
 
Wishing the Paddock Families many blessing and a Happy Thanksgiving!  
 
Jen DeFranco  

PTA PRESIDENT MESSAGE  
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BOOK FAIR  

Please support our Paddock Fall Book 
Fair.  Parents, grandparents, guardians, 
and children are welcome at any time to 
browse and  shop for books, creative kits 
and small gifts.  All proceeds support our 
school’s library.  

We accept cash, check (payable to Paddock School), Visa, Mastercard, Discover, and American Express.  
 
If you would like to volun teer for this spectacular event, please contact Elizabeth Lambke 
at Elizabeth.Lambke@comcast.net or Julie Vanderark at J.vandera rk@yahoo.com.  

Journey to Paddock and  
Tour Our Exciting Book 

Selections!  

Fair Hours : 
 
Tues., November 17 th : 8 am – 8 pm  
Wed., November 18 th:  8 am – 2 pm  
Thurs., November 19 th:  8 am – 2 pm  
Fri., Novembe r 20 th:  8 am – 2 pm  
        and 6 pm – 9 pm during Movie Night  
 
and during Parent/Teacher Conferences on  
Monday, November 23 rd:  1 pm – 8 pm  
Tuesday, November 24 th:  8 am – 11 am  
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HOLIDAY ARTS & CRAFTS WORKSHOP  
 

The Paddock PTA is pleased to bring you the  
3 rd  Annual Holiday Arts and Crafts Workshop  

Saturday,  November 7 th  
9:00am to 11:00am  
Paddock Gym  

 
Save the date on your calendars and join us for some holiday fun. Come and make a  
special holiday gift for someone special. We have a variety of crafts to choose from; pi c-
ture frames, wreaths, holiday decorations, jewelry, and ornaments - just to name a few.  
There will also be workstations to wrap  your gifts and to create special holiday cards to 
go with them!  
 
Mrs. Madsen’s 5 th  and 6 th  grade chorus students will perform a  few holiday selections in 
the cafeteria at 9:15 am. A brief PTA general membership meeting will follow their pe r-
formance.  
 
While the children are busy in the gym making holiday gifts, parents can join us in the 
cafeteria for festive refres hments and some holiday shopping. There will be a variety of 
vendors available to help you get a jump on your holiday gift buyin g.   
 

We look forward to seeing all of you on November 7 th . 

UPCOMING SCHOOL PROGRAMS  

Please come support your local home business owners, many of which are Paddock 
and District 15 families! We hope you will suppor t the vendor fair, as these people 
have supported Paddock PTA with a booth donation and many have given door 
prizes that will be  raffled off that morning. The following is a list of products and 
booths that will be set up on Nov 7th...in addition to buying  gifts and items, this year 
you can bring broken or unwanted gold pieces and get PAID on the spot for them!!  
�x Shelly Madison (Sal on owner / Paddock Mom) - Arbonne skin care, nutrition,  
      holiday items. Botanically based from Switzerland  
�x Denise Pitcher - Premier Designs - High fashion jewelry at low prices  
�x Jenn Hurwitz (Paddock Mom) - 3 Girly Girlz Bowtique - hair accessories  
�x Lita Keller (Paddock Mom) - Personalized Note Cards  
�x Polly Schill Team - Pampered Chef - Kitchen and home items  
�x Phyllis Corcoran - Gigi Hill bags - unique hand bags  
�x Karen Reaney (Paddock Mom) - home sewed items for baby - great gifts!!  
�x Jen Peterson (Paddock Mom ) - Southern Living - Home decorations, cookbooks 

and more!  
�x Gloria Petrella -Tastefully Simple - The food you love, the time you deserve.  
�x Polly Schill - My Gold Party - "Leave your checkbook at home! I will evaluate and 

buy your broken / unwanted jewelry". Bring pieces to the Paddock on November 
7th and get paid on the spot!!"  
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UPCOMING SCHOOL PROGRAMS  

Float On Over For  
PTA Family Movie Night  

 
Friday, November 20th  

6:00 —8:00 pm  
 

See Pixar’s movie “UP!” on the big 
screen in the  Paddock Gym  

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT  

This is a FREE event for Paddock Families*  
Enjoy FREE Popcorn  

(bottled water will be available for purchase)  
 

RAFFLE PRIZES wil l be drawn — prizes to include the DVD copy of “UP!”, 
Paddock spirit wear and gift certificates — Anyone attending is entered to 

win (for FREE). 
 

Bring your beanbags and blankets and enjoy a relaxing night of family fun!  
  

(*This is a family event, so all students must be accompanied by an adult.)  
 

The Book Fair will be open from  
6:00pm —9:00pm.  
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PADDOCK’S BIRTHDAY BOOK CLUB  

 
Birthdays are a special time! To celebrate your child’s birt h-
day, you are invited to donate a book to our school library in 
honor of your child.  

 
For a $15.00 donation, your child can select a hardcover, l i-
brary -bound book from a boo kcase of newly purchased books 
located in the Paddock School library office.  
 
How can you make a contribution? Around your child’s birt h-
day (or ½ birthday if your child’s birthday falls when we are 
not in school), complete the form below and return it with 
your donation of $15.00 (cash or check) to the library. Then, 
your child will receive an i nvitation to come to the library to select a book.  
 
A commemorative Paddock bookplate displaying your child’s name and birthday will be a f-
fixed to the book. Your child’s picture can also be displayed in the library and can appear 
on the Paddock’s morning announcemen ts. In addition, your child will be the first student 
to check out the book!  
 
The Birthday Book Program gives you a chance to ma ke a lasting gift to the school library. 
If you are interested in participating, please make checks payable to Paddock School. Y our 
generosity will benefit all of our students. We thank you for your participation and support 
of our school library. If you h ave any questions, please feel free to contact  
Mrs. Schwartzers at schwartj@ccsd15.net.  

 

YES, I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A BIRTHDAY BOOK CONTRIBUTION!  
 
Child’s name_______________________________________  
 
Child’s birth date  ___________________________________  
 
Teacher _____________________________Grade________  
 
Please check one of the statements bel ow: 
_____              Please display my child’s picture in the library and on the school’s announcements.  
_____              Please DO NOT display my chi ld’s picture in the library and on the school’s announcements  
 
*Please make a $15 check out to Paddock School or send cash and attach it to this form. 
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UPCOMING SCHOOL PROGRAMS  
SRP PARTNERS WITH PERFORMING ARTISTS TO 
TEACH THE “ART” OF SCIENCE  
 
If you listen closely, you can almost hear the wind blo w-
ing in the kindergarten and se cond grade classrooms at 
Paddock  
 
Teaching artists from Metropolis Performing Arts Center 
have been reinforcing weather concepts  like barometric 
pressure and stages of the water cycle through the use 
of movement and imagination as they instruct alongside 
Paddock teachers.  In planning sessions, teachers were 
asked to identify certain science or social science topics 
which lent th emselves to this type of artistic exploration. 
The artists join the teachers weekly and have led the 
groups in activities such as the e mbodiment of  the four basic elements and experimen t-
ing what occurs when they come in contact with one another, writing weather haikus 
with a partner and then acting those out, for ming weather circles where they recreate 
sounds and seasons through their voices and the use of percussion instruments and 
creating a human barometer that “explodes” when too much pressure is exerted on it.   
The goal of this collaboration is to give tea chers more ideas and hands -on experience for 
integrating performing arts into their curriculum and to allow the students to have  a 
unique opportunity to express themselves physically and to absorb concepts in less tr a-
ditional fashion with the hope of improved subject retention.  
   
To further the impact of arts integration, music and art teach ers are also joining in and 
finding ways to explore weather in the projects they’ve designed. A weather themed m u-
sic day is planned for the kindergartners, while the second graders are going to create 
and perform group compositions centered around a weather theme, telling stories 

through music and using sounds to describe 
weather terminology.  
 
One second grade parent reported that, at a r e-
cent play date, “…kids were laughing, ac t ing 
out tornadoes and other weather distu rbances.”  
The Paddock PTA, sponsor of this arts integr a-
tion program with Metropolis, is very pleased 
that the partnership appears to be having the 
desired effect.  Topics that will be e xplored by 
other grade levels later in the year include 
space, food chains and astronomy.  



RECAP OF LAST MONTH’S SCHOOL 
PROGRAMS  
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CHARACTER MAGIC ASSEMBLY CAME TO PADDOCK  
 

On Thursday, October 15, Paddock students had the opportunity to experience Chara c-
ter Magic , an assembly hosted by national pr e-
senter and author, Patrick Ireland. Mr. Ir eland 
used magical effects, humor and aud ience partic i-
pation to teach students lessons on r espect, ho n-
esty, and responsibility. His first pre sentation was 
geared for primary students in grades kindergarten 
through 2 nd , followed by an interm ediate present a-
tion for students in grades 3 rd  through 6 th . The 
Paddock kids shared many laughs while learning 
important core values that can be used at both 
home and school.   

HALLOWEEN ROOM PARTIES  
 

Even though the weather didn’t cooperate and the outdoor parade was cancelled due to 
rain, Paddock studen ts had a fun time seeing the creative costumes of their classmates 
inside the gym and cafeteria. On Friday afternoon, October 30th, Paddock students e n-
joyed treats and games during their classroom parties….thanks to the efforts of the 
room parents and parent volunteers!  



 

RECAP OF LAST MONTH’S SCHOOL 
PROGRAMS  
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PTA BOWLING EVENT AND RAFFLE  
 
A big thank you to everyone who attended and supported the PTA Bowling Event that took place 
on Sa turday, October 24 th .  Almost 60 families joined us at the Brunzwick Zone in Deer Park!  
(Many who brought their own bowling sho es!)  A fun, exciting time was had by all.  Although we 
raised over $2100, we are still short of our overall budget for the year .   
 
We truly appreciate the time and effort of our Way and Means Chairman, Jeffery Phillips and his 
team, Mike Steck, Suzanne G lazbrook and Melissa Souden.  They collected donations, which we 
used as raffle prizes.  And a special thank you to the staff for showing your support by donating 
amazing teacher experiences that all of the students were truly excited about!  Listed below are the 
LUCKY raffle winners.   
 
Raffle Winners Bowling Event Oct 24 th  
First Grade Basket, donated by the 1st grade teachers  - Haasser Family  
Lunch with the 1st Grade Teachers  - Audrey Brinckerhoff  
Model Car/snacks with Mrs. Johanson  - Jack Hopper  
Crafts/s nack with Mrs. Johanson  - Jaqui Maire  
Subway lunch with 5 th  grade teachers  - Ryan Dowd, Ally Foltman, Alec May, Terri Norris, Ne ah Patkunas  
Gym class with Mr. Simonian  – Kate Pullam  
Jewelry making party with Mrs. Madsen   – Delany Garcea  
Mini -Golf with Mrs.  Madsen  – Ally Foltman   
Photo Frame with Mrs. McFaul  – Lydia VanderArk  
Spanish lesson with Ms. Geitz  – Delany Garcea  
Clue game and Subway lunch with Ms. Geitz  – Katie Stearney  
Mystery Money Jar donated by the 2 nd  grade teachers  – Lukas Goodman  
Subway lunc h and Games with Mrs. Schwartzers - Caroline Kendall  
Lunch with Mrs. Barry – Delany Garcea  
Spa Day with the 4 th  Grade teachers  – Caroline Kendall  
Lego Party with the 4 th  Grade teacher   – Bradley Yendro  
Cookie baking with the 3rd Grade Teachers  – Isabella DiP aolo 
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PTA BOWLING EVENT AND RAFFLE  
Please note the businesses that have donated to our PTA.  
Interior Design Services donated by J. Pe terson Design - Ethan Shenfeld  
Fremd sports pass and spirit wear donated by Fremd Booster Club – Madisyn DeFranco  
Dolphin Swim clu b swim lessons, Shedd Aquarium  family pass, Schaumburg Park District Water Works  
admission – Isabella DiPaolo  
Vittorio  restaurant  gift certificate and Improve Comedy Club  Tickets -  Bradley Yendro  
Comedy tickets to Zanies  and the Improv - Karen Stearney  
Fami ly pass to Museum of Science and Industry, 4 Chicago Architectural Tou r tickets -– Daudi Family  
Ravinia  lawn seats , Dominick’s  gi ft card and a bottle of wine – Jordan Family  
Laser Tag  pass, Putting Edge  mini golf pass, Orbitz roller skating certificate, Brun zwick  family bowling 
pass – Isabella Brock, Lydia VanderArk  
Family pass to Discovery Center Museum  and DuPage Children’s Museum -  Luke Pullam  
Dining certificates to Amore Mio, Kosta’s, Barnaby’s, Vince’s  and the Palatine Inn  - Faith DiPaolo  
Dining certific ates to Palm Court, Lou Malnatti’s, Kosta’s, Vince’s  – Terri Norris  
IL Railroad Museum  pass, Delta Sonic Car Wash , VIP Car Wash  – Olivia Hurwitz, Zack Szczupaj, Devin 
DeFranco, Luke Pullam, Riley Mahon  
Medieval Times  passes – Bridget Maire  
Pedicure, cut an d style from The Look Salon , Girly Girls  Hair Accessories – Neah Patkunas  
Cut and Style from The Look Salon , Girly Girls  Hair Acc essories – Ashley Dace   
 3-month YMCA  membership, Dick’s Sporting Goods  gift certificate – Bradley Yendro  
Fitness Together  person al training – Venuti Family  
Full Potential Fitness  personal training - Brinckerhoff Family  
I-Pod Nano, I -tunes gift card donated b y Westgate Dental  – Bradley Yendro  
Wines Styles  wine tasting party – Irene Isoda  
Box Seat Package at Arlington Racetrack  – Tamar a Byrne  
9-hole golf at Twin Lakes Golf Course  – Aditya Khare  
Golf Certificate at Makray Golf Course  – Irene Isoda  
Photography si tting fee from Kramer Photography  and cut and style from The Look Salon  – Linda Steck  
Dinner at the Palatine Fire Department   – Holden Meier  
Ham donated by Haybeck’s  Meat Market – Terri Norris  
Bill Cosby tickets donated by Don Kronberg/NiteLite  Promotions  – Jeff Gehrke  
Buddy Guy tickets donated by Don Kronberg/NiteLite  Promotions – Linda Steck  
Serious Sound speaker donated by The  Edge  – Mike Steck  
Chicago Wolves Tickets donated by Christopher Burke Engineering  – Luke Pullam Chicago Wolves Tickets 
donated by donated by Freight Escape  - Austin Dace  
Bonnie Lindholm  Dance Lessons, Artmosphere  Pottery Painting – Tamara Byrne  
South Barr ington Club  guest passes – Kathy Taylor  
Arbonne  Basket donated by Jill May  – Wesley Whitaker  
True Value  Gift Certificate - Terri  Norris  
Kohl’s Children’s Museum  - Gary Simonian  
Chicago Architectural Tour  tickets - Sophia Kics  
Elements Spa  Certificate - Jor dan Family  
Massage Envy  Certificate - Irene Isoda  
Kane County Cougar  Tickets - Barb Venuti  
Salon 134  certificate - Ethan Shenfel d 
Rainforest Café  gift certificate - Riley Brock  
Rainbow Falls  pass, Photo’s  gift certificate - Villano Family  
Brilliant Sky  Toy Basket - Sophia Annerino  
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  

PTA Coat Closet  
 

The PTA Coat Closet housed at 
Sanborn School is used by students 

at every school and could not happen 
without t he help of each and every 

PTA. We are in need of a volunteer to 
check the coat closet and make sure it 
is neat and organized dur ing the week 
of February 15 -26. This is only needs 
to be done one of the days during that 
week. If you are interested in helping , 

please contact Jen DeFranco at 
jtdefranco@sbcglobal.net or  

847 -963 -8707.  
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Family Movie Night  
 
If you would like to  
volunteer at this event on 
November 20th, please  
contact Julie VanderArk at  
j.vanderark@yahoo.com  

Holiday Arts & Crafts Workshop  
 

If you are interested in volunteering at 
one of the tables to help the kids create 
their special  gifts please contact either 

Lisa Brinston at 847 -934 -7323 or 
lmbri nston@msn.com or Jennifer  

Hurwitz at msujenn@sbcglobal.net  

Book Fair  
 

If you would like to  
volunteer to help with  
this spectacular event, 
please contact  
Elizabeth Lambke at  
Elizabeth.
Lambke@comcast.net 

or Julie Vanderark at J.
vanderark@yahoo.com.  

Giving Tree  
 

Volunteers needed to assist with Giving 
Tree tag distribution during parent/

teacher conferences. Volunteers can be 
junior high and high school students 

looking for service hours. Please contact 
Karin Gunderson at  

randall1248@comcast.net 
with que stions.  



eSCRIP  
 
Are you a Dominick's Shopper?  
Did you know that you can help raise funds for the Paddock PTA without spending a 
dime? Th at's right, if you have a Dominick's fresh value card, and you register your 
card number at escrip.com, Paddock will earn a perc entage of every purchase you 
make at Dominick's - at no cost to you. Register your card today by visiting: escrip.com 
and search  for Stuart R. Paddock PTA  
 
Any questions, please contact our eScrip coordinator, Susan Buchanan at  
ssbuchanan@hotmail.com. As always, thanks for making a difference and for suppor t-
ing our school!  

SCRIP  
 

START YOUR HOLIDAY SCRIP SHOPPING  IN NOVEMBER  
 

November SCRIP orders are due Monday, November 9 th . What a GREAT way to st art 
your holiday shopping and have the opportunity to mark off the “difficult to buy for” 
people on your list.   
 
Purchasing SCRIP gift cards from your home  earns money for your school and keeps 
you from going store to st ore buying those pesky gift cards. We have the stores you shop 
at and several of those stores have multiple dollar amounts to bu y from.  
 
THE PROCESS IS SO EASY!  DOWNLOAD AND PRINT OUT A NOVEMBER ORDER 
FORM FROM the BIG TENT website (under files) OR THE PA DDOCK PTA website. Fill in 
the order form and send it to school with a check made out to the Paddock PTA.  
 
PURCHASING HOLIDAY GI FT CARDS COULDN’T BE SIMPLER!!  
 
Feel free to ask extended family if they would like to order for the holidays, also.  The 
easier we can make shopping, the better.   
 
With any questions, please contact Jenn Hurwitz, SCRIP coordinator at 224 -588 -0793 
or msujenn@sbcglobal.net.   

FUNDRAISING  
     PADDOCK 
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BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION  

 
 

     PADDOCK 

LET’S HEAR IT FOR THE 
TEACHERS!   

 
The November contest is for 
the teachers! (come on – it’s 
only fair!) Each Teacher  

submittin g a minimum of 20 Box Tops in  
November will be entered to win one of 2 $25 
Staples Gift Cards donated by Staples for use 
in the  classroom. Oh yeah – the class  
submitting the most Box Tops for 
the month will also get a Pizza 
Party donated by Domino’s Pizz a!  

September Class Contest Results  
And the winners were…  

 
Kindergarten:      Ms. Barry  
First Grade:         Ms. Woods  
Second Grade :     Ms. Johanson  
Third Grade:        Ms. Boros  
Fourth Grade:      Ms. Maciag  
Fifth Grade:         Mr. Artrip  
Sixth Grade:        Ms. Andres  
 

Congratulations!   
Each class earned a celebration for being 

Power Collectors in their grade.  
 

Our 24 Kooky Kl icker winners for  
October will be announced next week!  

Safeway Back to School Sweepstakes – through July 10, 2010!  
We have been back to school for 2 months but the Safeway/Dominick’s Back to School 
Sweepstakes  doesn’t end!  You can enter once a day and you don’t have to purchase c e-
real to participate!  Visit the site below, register, and using the code – Education – each 
day. Each time you log onto your com puter to check email, take an extra 30 seconds to 
enter this sweepstakes. Many people have been doing so as noted by the 100 bon us box 
tops certificates turned in during September’s Class Contest! Keep it up and maybe Pa d-
dock will win the 10,000 Box Tops prize (that’s $1,000).   
Go to www.backtoschoolsweeps.com. Use Purchase Code:  Education   or  Use the code on 
specially marked boxes of select General Mills cereals purchased at Dominick’s or other 
Safeway stores.  

Remember:  One             =  10¢ for Paddock!  

Power of 1  
You invite a friend. They invite their friends. And before you know it, you’ve turned the power 
of one, into the power  of million$. The first 200,000 new Box Tops members will earn  5 Bonus 
Box Tops. 50 schools with 50 new members or more will be entered for a chance to win  5,000 
Bonus Box Tops. Already a member? The 10 people who refer the most Box Tops sign ups will 
get 1,000 Bonus Box Tops for their school, plus  $100 in gift cards for themselves! Every friend 

you get to sign up at the Box Tops website can make a big difference for Paddock. To get d e-
tails, official rules and sign up, go to  www.boxtops4education.com/powerofone . Ends 

12/1/09. See official rules for details. Spo nsored by General Mills Sales, Inc. Spread the word!
www.boxtops4education.com    or    www.btfe.com  
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PANTHER PRAISE  

Thanks to Teja Kics, 1st VP of Programs, for arranging the 
Cha racter Magic assembly in October! It was a great show with 
a wonderful message that was enjoyed by all.  
 
 
 
Thanks to all our room  parents and Halloween Party volunteers for putting together 
Spook -tacular parties for the students!  
 
 
 
Thanks to all Reflection s participants! Your artistic efforts will represent Paddock  
wonderfully in the competition.  
 
 
 
Thanks to all those who baked f or the early October President's meeting and the vision/
hearing screening nurses - Jenny Kendall, Tina Annerino, Laurie Allyon, Jenn Hurwitz, 
Susanne Glazbrook, Janet Kruto, Nancy Trenkle, Jen DeFranco, and Jennifer Tobin  
 
 
 
Thanks for the volunteers who helped with the Vision/Hearing Screenings on  
October 6 —  Julie VanderArk, Becky Villano, Michelle Mabry, Karen Agoranos, Glori a 
Ziaj, Gina Brinckerhoff, plus the screening nurses including Anne Welter  
 
 
 
Thanks to the volunteers who helped with the H1N1  vaccinations — Karen Argoranos, 
Lisa Brinston, Erin Calhoun, Jen DeFranco, Vaishali Desai, Sue DeWitt, Purna Dhru, 
Terri DiPaolo, Lisa Doering, Hayley Ferber, Elaine Freeze, Meghan Haddad, Jenn Hu r-
witz, Marlo James, Jenny Kendall, Manu Khare, Teja Kics, Michelle Mabry, Jeffrey Phi l-
lips, Terri Scaglione, Michael Steck, Becky Villano, Danae Weiler, Leslie Yendro, and 
Gloria Ziaj  
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If you've taken any great  
photos at school this year, 
please share! There are SO 

many exciting events going on 
and the Yearbook  Team just 

can't cover them all. So, 
PLEASE copy your digital  

moments to disk, label them 
for Yearbook, and send them 

to school . Contact the  
Yearbook Coordinator, Jane 

Lloyd, at jlloyd1@csc.com with 
any questions. Thanks!  

PTA General  
Membership Meeting  

Saturday, November 7  
9:15 am  

Paddock Gym  
(during the Holiday Arts & Crafts 

Workshop)  
 

Agenda to include: Election of  
Nominating Committee Members 

from General Membership  
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COMMUNITY  

FREMD HIGH SCHOOL CRAFT SALE  
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Notes from the October 14th Regular meeting   
Transportation Update  
In mid -September, the district made the decision to shorten th e distance children have 
to walk to their bus stop in areas that do not have sidewalks. This change addressed the 
largest category of parent concerns received by the transportation department. In add i-
tion, a review process has now been established so that bus drivers can suggest 
changes to their route to make them safer and mo re efficient.  
 
Proposed 2009 Tax Levy  
Working with a CPI (consumer price index) of 0.1%, business officials anticipate recei v-
ing less than a 1% increase in revenues next year and therefore are proposing filing no 
more than a 5% levy with Cook County. It  was noted that property in Palatine Township 
is currently being reassessed and is expected to decrease. However that will have no a f-
fect on the amount of money the district is entitled to receive from taxpayers. Rates will 
be increased to offset the decreases in property values. That can be done because Di s-
trict 15 has not reached its tax cap in any of its funds.  
 
Citizens Address the Board  
Two Boy Scouts of America representatives asked the Board to reconsider their ele c-
tronic flyer policy and one citizen detailed her conversation with a transportation e m-
ployee when requesting a bus stop change.  
 
Adoption of District Goals  
Eight predetermined and ranked goals for the district were  briefly discussed but not 
clearly stated to those in attendance. Later in the agenda, a motion was made to a p-
prove the four goals that were supported by the Board majority. An amendment to the 
motion to replace the goal of “Build a Stron g Administrative Team” with “Strengthening 
the Curriculum” failed 4:3. The original motion passed 5:2.  
 
Full detailed notes on selected agenda items for the October 14th meeting (5 
pages)  can be found at www.spotlightontheboard.org/d15_spotlight.htm..  

Spotlight on the Board  is a synopsis of notes and recordings 
taken at Palatine school board meetings by District 15/211 res i-
dent Jennifer Mondy. They are meant to help parents and staff 
who are unable to attend the Board meetings on a regular basis to 
keep informed about the issues and plans affecting the district. 
These Notes are not e ndorsed by District 15 (K -8), District 211 
(high school) or their Boards of Education.  

SPOTLIGHT ON THE BOARD  
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STAY INFORMED: Sign up for D15 E -News  
 
Are you online? Do you have an e -mail address? Then why haven’t you 
subscribed to D15 E -News? D15 E -News is the fasted, most convenient 
way for on -the -go families with Internet access to receive important info r-
mation about Community Consolidated School District 15.  
 
Monthly e -mail bulletins produced by the district’s communications d e-
partment will pr ovide you with a variety of need -to-know information 
about our district and its schools, and fill you in on the many great things  going on in 
our classrooms. And, should emergencies arise, details of the steps our administrators 
will take to address them wi ll be delivered directly to your in -box.  
 
District 15 launched this service last fall in an ongoing effort to improve communicat ion 
with parents and the public at large. You can subscribe to it by visiting District 15’s 
Web site, www.ccsd15.net, clicking the D15 E -News icon in the bottom right -hand co r-
ner, and submitting your e -mail address when prompted.  
 
Once registered, you may choose the type of e -mails you wish to receive,  and, in each e -
mail, you will be provided with the option of updating your profile or canceling your 
su bscriptions.  
 
District 15 values your privacy. It will not sell, rent, or give any information submitted 
in the subscription proc ess to anyone.  
 
So stay informed by signing up today. For more information, contact Sandy Cramer, 
webmaster, at 847 -963 -3125 or at cramers@ccsd15.net.  

FLYERS NOW FOUND ONLINE  
 
Parents —don’t forget! You no longer have to dig through bac k-
packs and shuffle through countless sheets of paper to find that 
flyer you’re looking for.  
 
Information from nonprofit organizations, government agencies, and District 15 bus i-
ness partners is now found online in the new D15 E -Flyers section of the district’s Web 
site, www.ccsd15.net. Just click the D15  E-Flyers icon at the bottom right -hand corner 
of the page, browse the list of flyers, and download those that interest you.  
 
The list is updated weekly, so check back often to stay in touch with the many great  
activities and resources your community has to offer.  
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Helping Your Preteen Cope With Feeling Left Out   
 
As our kids get older their friends' opinions begin to mean more to them. This shift in 
perspective can make feeling left out or being excluded by their peers a crushing e x-
per ience. What can parents do to help guide their preteen through the emotional ups 
and downs that are part of this phase of growing  up? TweenParent.com has some 
strategies for parents to guide their children through this tricky social phase.  
Partner with you r tween's teacher and/or school counselor and inform them of the 
situation. Find out if there are mitigating circumstances that you may not know about. 
Then, brainstorm together to determine if there is some support or guidance the school 
can provide.  
Facilitate the nurturing of friendships in non -school settings.  
Suggest pursuing extracurricular activities to take the pressure a way from friend time 
and build confidence (by learning a new skill or sport).  
Encourage alone time to convey the value of socia l independence —"be your own best 
friend" is a good message.  
Plan a parent/child activity. Doing so will make your child feel sp ecial and take his/
her mind off the social challenges.  
Involve yourself and your child in a charitable endeavor. Placing the fo cus on helping 
others can have the 'silver lining' of taking the spotlight off ourselves (even if it's for a 
short time!).  
Talk  with your friends (fellow parents) to brainstorm their suggestions.  
The good news is that fitting in is a fairly common issue f or middle school kids and one 
that we're all familiar with (at every age). As parents, one of the challenges we face is 
understanding that we can't fix everything for our children (in fact, if we were even able 
to, we'd be sending the message to o ur children that we don't think they're capable —a 
whole new issue). But, we can be prepared to help our children cope as they wo rk 
things out for themselves. And, yes, maybe we can work a little magic behind the 
scenes!  
For more information and specific e xamples visit TweenParent.com.  

For more information 

on the National PTA, 

go to www.PTA.org 


