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Once we hit March the hope for warm weather is within reach – 
finally! And with the Spring temperatures comes a step closer to 
the end of another school year, which also means the need for 
new leadership in the PTA. This month, as we go on the hunt for 
willing souls to head up committees, plan events and organize 
programs, I turn to you, our members.  
Many of us find ourselves bogged down with everyday life, our 
own children, and our private lives that we often find the idea of 
taking on a PTA role as “ one more thing”. I also see many of us 
who have the “someone else will do it” attitude. While I can  
appreciate these thought pr ocesses, I urge you to look beyond 
those ideas and find somewhere you might be able to help for 
next year. It could be something  as simple as volunteering for 
one hour at a fun fair or simply helping to plant flowers in the 
pots in front of the school. May be you like to work on the  
computer and can help us prepare the PTA directory for next 
year? Maybe you have some time during th e day and can  
volunteer at the book fair for an hour or two? Maybe you enjoy 
planning and can coordinate a fundraiser for the s chool?  
Whatever it is, there is a place for everyone, even if it isn’t in a  
leadership role, there is a place.     

(Continued on page 3) 
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Dear Parents,  
As we approach the month of March, a few things come to mind: ISAT’s, Spring Break, 
and second term progress repor ts. The second is self -explanatory so I would like to talk 
about the first and third items.  
 
The first item, the Illinois Standa rds Achievement Test (ISAT) is administered to all  
students attending public schools. At our level that specifically includes g rades 3, 5 and 
6 (reading, math, writing) and grade 4 (reading, math, and science). When I discuss the 
purpose of standardized a ssessments, I attempt to remind people that this is but one 
picture of student achievement on a given day in a given subject. Th is assessment has a 
much larger impact on schools and school districts. The federal No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB) legislation requ ired states to develop for approval of the US Department of  
Education a plan to have 100% of all students achieving the “Meets”  category by 2014, 
in Reading and Math only. Illinois adopted a plan that would mandate students and 
sub -groups of students in s chools and schools districts to reach the 100% level by  
implementing a hybrid form of a step system (the steps, or %, did not i ncrease at the 
same rate each year). As schools and school districts came closer to the 2014 deadline 
the schools that did not m ake the target were placed into a process that could lead the 
Illinois State Board of Education to mandate outside resources and  other measures. The 
results are distributed during fall.  
 
The second item is the second term progress reports. This is 2/3 thro ugh the school 
year. Teachers are beginning to look to see if students are prepared for (academically, 
emotionally, and socially ) the grade they will be entering for the 2010 -2011 school year. 
This report should give parents a picture over time of how thei r child is doing based on 
the increasing expectations set upon them.  
 
During the next few weeks I encourage you to talk with you r students at night about 
what they have been studying, what types of information the ISAT assessed them on 
and what they feel t hey are doing compared to what they are capable of doing. Students 
are often their own toughest critics. As they review the firs t 2/3’s of the year and how 
they felt they did on the ISAT, you and they should have a good understanding of what 
they have lear ned this year and how they have grown this year as a person. As always, if 
you have any questions about the grade level expectat ions, please contact your child’s 
teacher.  
 
Please remember that during the weeks of ISAT testing, students should eat a good 
breakfast, get plenty of sleep the night before, and stay hydrated. Also, remind your 
child that you support them. This support  goes a long way to making our children  
accept the challenges that they face and will face, including the ISAT.  
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(Continued from page 1) 

If you honestly can’t find the time to help in any specific area, that is fine too – but the 
one thing I would ask of all PTA me mbers next year is to encourage at least one family, 
that you know, who is not already a member, to join the PTA. It is not the job of the i n-
coming President or the membership chair to solely recruit new members into the PTA…
it is all our jobs, as PTA members. So if yo u are unable to help in any other way, you 
can do your part by simply asking others to join – that requires no additional time f rom 
anyone’s day and in the end, the kids are the ones who win – not the PTA.   
Enjoy the spring sun as it shows it’s face more frequently these days and as always, feel 
free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.   
Sunny thoughts,  
Jen DeFran co 
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PTA PRESIDENT MESSAGE  

Can You Help Us Lead Our PTA In 2010 -2011?  
 
For some, their term is up, and for others, their children are moving on to Jr. High – 
whatever the reason, we are in need of volunteer board members for the 2010 -2011. The 
positions we are trying to fill are:  
 
Executive Board positions  
1st VP of Programs  
 
 
Committee Chairs  
Multi -Cultural Chair                          Room Parent Rep  
Copy Room Coordinator                     Spirit Wear  
Directory                                           SCRIP gift card orders  
Generations Day Hospitality              Teacher Appreciation  
Movie Night Chair                              Website  
Welcoming Committee                       Yearbook  
 
If you would like more information on what each position entails, please look on Big 
Tent under “f iles” and download “Committee Descriptions” for complete details on each 
position.   
 
Don’t think you have time to volunteer as a committee chair or board member?  
The following positions have been identified by the current chairs and exec board as p o-
sitions that can be done from home or with little work at school during the day (ideal for 
working parents who want to get involved or adults who are unable to be at school du r-
ing the day):  1 st VP of Programs, 3 rd  VP of Legislation,, Health and Safety Awareness 
Chair, Calendar, Copy Room Coordinator, D irectory, Movie Night Chair, SCRIP Gift Card 
orders, Website, Dine and Share Coordinator, Volunteer Coordinator  
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MOVIE NIGHT  

Friday, April 9  
6:00 pm  

Paddock Gym  
This is a FREE event for Paddock Families*  

Enjoy FREE Popcorn (bottled water will be availab le for purchase)  
RAFFLE PRIZES will be drawn — prizes to include the DVD copy of  

Planet 51, SRP spirit items and more  
Bring your  beanbags and blankets and enjoy a relaxing night of family fun!  
(*This is a family event, so all students must be accompanied b y an adult.)  

Something Strange Is Coming To Paddock!  
Join Us For Family Movie Night As We Invade:  
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EARTH DAY POSTER CONTEST  
Get Ready To Go Out Of Your Tree  

With Earth Day And Arbor Day!  
 
This year’s theme is “ Trees are Terrific…and Energy Wise ”.  
Ent ries into the Paddock contests will be due on April 12 th . Winners will be announced 
on Earth Day which is April 22 nd . Winning en tries will be featured in the May Panther 
Press! 
 
Here are the rules:  
Photos, computer generated images and collages will not be  accepted.  
Posters must be on paper 8x10 to 16x20.  
 
Any and all students are encouraged to enter!  
 
For information, contact Mr. Schneiderwind at summitdog99@gmail.com  
 

Brought to you by the paddock PTA Environmental Ed Committee  
and American National Land scape Association  

NEW DATE  
for the  

Family Fun Fair  
 

Friday, May 14th, 5:00 - 8:00pm  
at Paddock  

 
Details for event to follow next month!  

 
- Update Your Calendars - 

FAMILY FUN FAIR  



PADDOCK’S BIRTHDAY BOOK CLUB  
 

Birthdays are a special time! To celebrate your child’s  
birthday, you are invited to donate a book to our school l i-
brary in honor of your child.  

 
For a $15.00 donation, your child can select a hardcover,  
library -bound book from a bookcase of newly purchased 
books located in the Paddock School library office.  
 
How can you make a contribution? Around your child’s  
birt hday (or ½ birthday if your child’s birthday falls when we 
are not in school), complete the form below and return it with 
your donation of $15.00 (cash or check) to the library. Then, 
your child will receive an i nvitation to come to the library to select a book.  
 
A commemorative Paddock bookplate displaying your child’s name and birthday wi ll be  
affixed to the book. Your child’s picture can also be displayed in the library and can  
appear on the Paddock’s morning a nnouncements. In addition, your child will be the first 
student to check out the book!  
 
The Birthday Book Program gives you a ch ance to make a lasting gift to the school library. 
If you are interested in participating, please make checks payable to Paddock  School. Your 
generosity will benefit all of our students. We thank you for your participation and support 
of our school library . If you have any questions, please feel free to contact  
Mrs. Schwartzers at schwartj@ccsd15.net.  

 

YES, I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A BIRTHDAY BOOK CONTRIBUTION!  
 
Child’s name_______________________________________  
 
Child’s birth date  ___________________________________  
 
Teacher _____________________________Grade________  
 
Please check one of the statements bel ow: 
_____              Please display my child’s picture in the library and on the school’s announcements.  
_____              Please DO NOT display my chi ld’s picture in the library and on the school’s announcements  
 
*Please make a $15 check out to Paddock School or send cash and attach it to this form. 
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YMCA FAMILY FITNESS NIGHT  

 
On February 19 th , Paddock families packed the YMCA for Family Fitness Night! An 
Oly mpic theme set the stage for fun; some families competed in 5 different challenges, 
earning points for each activity. Many other families chose to take advantage of the 
rock -climbing wall, high -ropes, cyber fitness room, basketball courts and pools. Clearly , 
an active night was had by all. What a fabulous night of family fun!  
 

VALENTINE’S DAY PARTIES RECAP  
On Friday, February 12th, Paddock classrooms 

were transformed into fun -filled Valentine parties 
with games, food, and crafts. Th ank you to all of 
the room parents and volunteers who made the 

parties successful.  



FUNDRAISING  
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RAISE -A-READER CONTEST  
Paddock School is excited to announce that it will be 
participating in Raise a Reader contest, sponsored by 
the International Reading Associ ation and Parents 
magazine.  
 
The school with the most minutes read per student enrolled at the school 
will receive $5,000 for the ir library. Individual readers are also eligible for 
great prizes.  
 
Students can sign up, starting March 8 and the contest ends May 31. Kids 

are already rea ding for class, so why not put their efforts to good use for funds, right?  
Imagine what we could add to our resource center with  that $5,000 prize!  
 

For more info, go to http://www.parents.com/reading/stuartrpaddockelementarypalil  
 

Registration only takes about a minute. So, make sure you sign up starting March 8!  

     PADDOCK 

DROP OFF CLOTHING AND SHOE DONATIONS AT SCHOOL!  

P addock PTA has partnered with Fundraise & Recycle 
Clothes Now! to both raise money for the PTA and 
recycle through the use of a clothes and shoe 

collection bin located in the front of the school.  
This is a great resource for our parents, students, 
supporters, and the community to recycle their gently used 
items. Plus it’s a wonderful opportunity to personally 
reinforce the importance and benefits of reuse and recycling 
with our children.  
WHAT TO DO : 
�i  Donate items such as: Shoes, Purses, Belts, Linens, 

Jewelry, Cameras, Clothes, Kitchenware, Toys, Books, DVD’s, or CD's in good and 
useable condition.  

�i  Put donated items in a bag small enough to fit through the donation chute.  
�i  Think safety! (No glass items or unprotected sharp objects, please).  
�i  Call the toll free number on the side of the box if it is full and needs to be serviced.  
 
Please do not leave any items outside the collection box  and please do not recycle any of the 
following items: TVs, Computers and Monitors, Chemicals, Paints, Aerosol s, Food, Recalled 
Items, Encyclopedias, Magazines, Weapons, Car Parts & Supplies, Construction or Building 
Materials.  

Check out their website:  www.fundraiseandrecycleclothesnow.com  

FUNDRAISE & RECYCLE NOW  
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WENDY’S DINE AND SHARE  

By dining at any of the 3 Wendy's in Palatine on 
Friday, March 5th and March 12th you will help 
raise money for Paddock PTA!  
 
You simply need to purchase food or drink, either 
inside or from the drive -thru, from Wendy's, an y-
time between 5:00pm and 8:00pm on these days 
and 15% of your purchase will come right back to 
Paddock!  
 

EARN MONEY FOR  
PADDOCK PTA  

PADDOCK PTA NIGHT  

ART STAMPS  
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Another Way to Support Stuart R Paddock PTA  
 

Do you shop at Dominick’s Grocery Store? Do you have a Dominick’s Fresh Values 
Card? Paddock PTA can earn a percentage of your purchases at Dominick’s if you  
register your Fresh Values card in the eScrip p rogram.  
 
Simple Registration  
·    Log on to www.escrip.com and go to “sign up”  
·    Designate our group to receive contributions. Ou r ID is #   500014698  
·    Register your Fresh Values Card by entering the number on the back of your card  

eSCRIP  

     PADDOCK 

Your child should have brought home a Jamba Juice School Appreciation card in 
their backpack. Just swipe your School Appreciatio n card at any Jamba Juice 
store when you make a purchase and 10% of proceeds will be donated to Paddock 
PTA and 2% to National P TA.  
 
So the more you’re sippin’, the more they’re givin’.  

JAMBA JUICE CARDS  

Coming soon  



FUNDRAISING  
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Ongoing Contests and Sweepstakes  
 

         Safeway Back to School Sweepstakes – through July 10, 2010!  
Enter daily and have fun playing t he on -line game. No purchase necessary - just visit 
the site below, register, and use the code – Education. Several Paddock fami lies have 
already won instant win prizes of 100 Bonus Box Tops. Each time you play, you are  

entered to win the Grand Prize of 10,000 Box To ps ($1,000).  
Go to www.back2schoolsweeps.com                No Purchase Code:  Education    

 
 
 

 

Do you like Chicago Sports? If yes, the March 
collection co n test is perfect for you!  

Many of the Chicago sport teams have donated items for our 
March contest. We have several items donated by the Bears, 

Bulls, White Sox, Blac khawks and Cubs! Watch for the collection 
sheets coming home soon!  

 
 

 

Box Tops for Education  Reading Room   
Did you know that Barnes & Noble  and Box Tops have teamed up to 

make it easy to earn cash for our school? We can earn up to 6% of all 
qualified on-line purchases at Barnes & Noble connecting to their site 
via the Box Tops for Education site. Use the following link and then 

start shopping!  

http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/readingroom/Default.aspx  

     PADDOCK 

BOX TOPS  

Mr. Artrip’s 5 th  Grade Class Wins January Box Tops Contest!  
 

Congratulations to Mr. Artrip’s class for collecting the most Box T ops! Their class will 
be celebrating with a Box Tops party. The class learned that taking part in General 

Mills promotions at lo cal stores and entering on -line contests really pays off! Nice job!  



PANTHER PRAISE  
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Special Congratulations to Delaney Garcea for advancing to 
the National level of Refle ctions! Her project will now move on 
to compete against other projects from around the United 
States! Way to go Delaney!!! We are  proud of your  
accomplishment!  
 

 
Congratulations to Thomas Peterson, grade 6, for advancing to the District 
level spelling bee!  Well done!  
 
 

 
Thanks to all the Paddock volunteers that helped Kindergarten Registration run so 
smoothly on February 23rd: Julie VanderArk, Terri DiPoalo, Susanne Glazbrook, Jenn i-
fer Tobin, Jennifer Hurwitz, Jen DeFranco, Gina Brinckerhoff, Lisa Doering, Jenny 
Kendall, Jennifer Diadone -Riordan, Karen Agoranos, Aida Mesic, Laurie Allyon, Marlo 
James, and Jana Gehrke. 
 
 
Thanks to Kelly Chapma n for coordinating an awesome Family Fitness Event at the 
Buehler YMCA!  

SCRIP Contest Winners  
 

Congratulations to the three teachers whose 
classes raised the most money for SCRIP this 

month. Those tea chers are: Ms. Woods,  
Mrs. Hagel, and Mrs. Rosenbarger.  

 
Each of these teachers will receive a $25 gift card 

for WalMart to spe nd for items needed in their 
classroom.  

Thank you to all who turned in an order form.  
We appreciate your support.  



REMINDERS  

Panther Press  
Stuart R. Paddock School PTA Newsletter  

Page 13 

Daylight Savings Time  
Turn your clocks ahead one 

hour on Sunday, March 14th.  

Whether you are spending it 
here or there….  

 

Have a safe and fun  
Spring Break!  

 

No School  
March 22 -  26  

Friday, April 30th  
 

FAMILY BINGO NIGHT  
 

sponsored by 
the PTA SPARK 

Committee  
 

Watch for  
details to 
come!  
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FREMD SPRING BOUTIQUE  

Mark Your Calendars!!! 
 

Fremd Spring Boutique 
1000 South Quentin Road 
Saturday, March 6, 2010 

9am to 4pm 
 

Check out our Spring Boutique show for all things  
fashionable and fun!  

Get ready for the new season spending a few hours of 
shopping with your friends and family! 

Over 150 crafters offering quality jewelry, fashion  
accessories, seasonal décor, tasty 

treats and so much more! 
 

No admission charges and plenty of parking available.  
The Boutique is organized by our Fremd Boosters Club  

All proceeds are used to benefit the many sports  
programs and student organizations.  

 

Please stop by and support the school! 
 

Come Celebrate Spring with Us! 
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Free Developmental  
Screenings  

for children age birth to 33 months  
 

��  Do you have a child under 3 years of age?  
��  Do you have que stions or concerns about his/her  
development?  
 
A free Developmental Screening for children ages birth  
to 33 months is offered to  families through School  
District 15’s Early Intervention Program.  
              
             Where:         John G. Conyers Learning Academy  
                                 2800 W. C entral Road  
                                 Rolling Meadows, IL 60008  
             Date:            Wednesday, April 7, 2010  
             Time:            3–6 p.m.  
             How:              Screenings are done by  appointment  
                                 only. To make an appointment, call  
                                 Erin Carp, 847 -963 -3150.  
 
For more information, please contact:  

             Melanie Mandarino  
             Early Intervention Facilitator  
             847 -963 -3410  

DEVELOPMENTAL SCREENINGS  
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STAY INFORMED: Sign up for D15 E -News  
 
Are you online? Do you have an e -mail address? Then why haven’t you 
subscribed to D15 E -News? D15 E -News is the fasted, most convenient 
way for on -the -go families with Internet access to receive important  
information about Community Consolidated School District 15.  
 
Monthly e -mail bulletins produced by the district’s communications  
department will provide you with a variety of need -to-know information 
about our di strict and its schools, and fill you in on the many great things going on in 
our classrooms. And, should emergencies arise, detai ls of the steps our administrators 
will take to address them will be delivered directly to your in -box.  
 
District 15 launched th is service last fall in an ongoing effort to improve communication 
with parents and the public at large. You can subscribe to it  by visiting District 15’s 
Web site, www.ccsd15.net, clicking the D15 E -News icon in the bottom right -hand  
corner, and submitti ng your e -mail address when prompted.  
 
Once registered, you may choose the type of e -mails you wish to receive, and, in each  
e-mail, you will be provided with the option of updating your profile or canceling your 
subscriptions.  
 
District 15 values your pr ivacy. It will not sell, rent, or give any information submitted 
in the subscription process to anyone.  
 
So stay informed by sig ning up today. For more information, contact Sandy Cramer, 
webmaster, at 847 -963 -3125 or at cramers@ccsd15.net.  

FLYERS NOW FOUND ONLINE  
 
Parents —don’t forget! You no longer have to dig through bac k-
packs and shuffle through countless sheets of paper to find that 
flyer you’re looking for.  
 
Information from nonprofit organiza tions, government agencies, and District 15  
business partners is now found online in the new D15 E -Flyers section of the distri ct’s 
Web site, www.ccsd15.net. Just click the D15 E -Flyers icon at the bottom right -hand 
corner of the page, browse the list of flyers, and download those that interest you.  
 
The list is updated weekly, so check back often to stay in touch with the many gr eat  
activities and resources your community has to offer.  
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Helping Your Child Develop Self -Esteem          By Bob Myers, PhD  
The development of healthy self -esteem is important to the happiness an d success of  
children and teenagers, says Dr. Bob Myers, editor of the Child Development Institute we b-
site and a licensed psychologist. Myers shares the basics for helping kids and teens improve 
their self -esteem.  
Parents, more th an anyone else, can promote their child's self -esteem. It isn't a particularly 
difficult thing to do. If fact, most parents do i t without even realizing the impact of their 
words and actions. Here are some suggestions to keep in mind.  
When you feel good ab out your child, mention it to him.  Parents are often quick to  
express negative feelings to children but somehow don't get aroun d to describing positive 
feelings. A child doesn't know when you are feeling good about him and he needs to hear 
you tell him th at you like having him in the family. Children remember positive statements 
we say to them. They store them up and "replay" thes e statements to themselves.  
Be generous with praise.  Use what is called descriptive praise to let your child know when 
they are  doing something well. Look for situations in which your child is doing a good job or 
displaying a talent. When your child compl etes a task or chore you could say, "I really like 
the way you straightened your room. You put each thing in its place." Don't b e afraid to give 
praise often even in front of family or friends.  
Teach your child to practice making positive self -statements.  Self-talk is very important 
in everything we do. Psychologists have found that negative self -talk is behind depression 
and anxie ty. What we think determines how we feel and how we feel determines how we  
behave. Therefore, it is important to teach children  to be positive about how they "talk to 
themselves." Some examples of useful self -talk are: "I can get this problem if I just ke ep  
trying." "It's OK if our team lost today. We all tried our best."  
Teach your child about decision -making  and how to recogniz e when he has made a good 
decision. Children make decisions all the time but often are not aware that they are doing 
so. There a re a number of ways parents can help children improve their ability to  
consciously make wise decisions.  

�x Help the child clarify the problem that is creating the need for a decision. Ask him 
questions that pinpoint how he sees, hears, and feels about a situ ation and what may 
need to be changed.  

�x Brainstorm the possible solutions. Usually there is more than one solution or choice 
to a given dilemma, and the parent can make an important contribution by pointing 
out this fact and by suggesting alternatives if the child has none.  

�x Allow the child to choose one of the solutions only after fully considering the  
     consequences. The best  solution will be one that solves the problem and  
     simultaneously makes the child feel good about himself.  
�x Later join the chil d in evaluating the results of that particular solution. Did it work 

out well? Or did it fail?  
 

Excerpted with permission from  Child Development Institute . 

ARTICLES FROM NATIONAL PTA  
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For more information 

on the National PTA, 

go to www.PTA.org 


